Thrombolytic therapy and acute aortic dissection.
Thrombolytic (tissue plasminogen activator) and antithrombotic treatment (heparin and aspirin) were given to a 47-year-old man with an acute type II aortic dissection presenting as an acute anterior myocardial infarction. During treatment he developed cardiac tamponade and an ischaemic stroke. Transoesophageal echocardiography (but not computed tomographies of the chest) revealed the correct diagnosis. After surgical repair (Bentall procedure) there was a complete recovery.